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] BriackstTone and Locke. [162 


As it is essential to the very being of Parliament that Elections should be free, 
herefore, all undue influences upon the eleciors are illegal, and strongly proht- 
Dited; for Mr. Locke ranks it amongst those breaches of trust in the executive 
nagistrate, which, according to his notions, amounts to a dissolution of government, 

he employ the force, treasure, and oflices of the society to corrupt the represen- 

tives, or openly to pre-engage the electors, and prescribe what manner of persons 
hall be chosen ; for, thus to regulate candidates and electors, and new-model the 
ays of election, what is it but to cut up the government by the roots, and poison 
he very foundation of public security.”’—Bracksront’s CoMMENTAMIES ON THE 
s or Enctanp: Book I. Chap, 2. 


Ear, Muterave. 


vo 


Bor, my lords, there is another kind of incapacity worse than this, I mean that 


f parliament men’s having such places in the exchequer, as the very profit of 
them depends on the money given to the King in parliament. Would any of your 
rdships entrust aman té make a bargain for you, whosg very interest is to make 
you give as much as he possibly can? It puts me in mind of a farce where an 
tor holds a dialogue with himself, first speaking in one tone, and then answering 
limiself in another.’——Eant. Murcrave’s Speecn, in the House of Lords, Dec. 24, 
2. Cobbett’s Parl. Hist. vol. 5. p. 749. 


Tue Great Lorp CHATHAM. 


MN r. Pitt, when contending for a Reform in Parliament, in 17$2, told the House, 


iat he personally knew, that it was the opinion of his father, that, “ without recur- 
‘Hing to first principles in this respect, and establishing a more solid and equal 
Fepresentation of the people, by which the proper constitutional connection should 
We revived, this nation, with the best capacities for grandeur and happiness of any 
yon the face of the earth, must be confounded with the mass of those whose liberties 


fpwerc lost in the corruption of the people.” . 


Mr. Pitt. 


Tne defect of representation is the national disease; and unless you apply a 
remedy directly to that disease, you must inevitably take the consequences with 
yhich it is pregnant. Without a Parliamentary Reform the nation will be 
plunged into new wars; without a Parliamentary Reform you cannot be safe against 

ad ministers, nor can even good ministers be of use to you. No honest man can, 
ccording to the present system, continue minister.”—Mr,. Pirr’s Speecn, 1782. 


Mr. Fox. 


Tue whole of this system, as it is now carried on, is as outrageous to morality as it 

8 pernicious to just government; it gives a scandal to oir character, which not 
merely degrades the House of Commons in the eyes of the people, but it does more; 
t undermines the very principles of integrity in their hearts, and gives a fashion to 
dishonesty and imposture. They hear of a person giving or receiving four or five 
housand pounds as the purchase-money of a seat for a close borough; and they 
hear the very man who received-and put into his pocket the money, make a loud 
and vehement speech in this House against Bribery ; and they see him, perhaps, 
move for the commitment to prison of a poor unfortunate wretch at your bar, whe 
been convicted of taking a single guinea for his vote in the very borough, per- 
aps, where he had publicly se erp sold his influence, though that 
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miserable guinea was neeessary to save a family from starving under the horrors of 
a war which he had contributed to bring upon the COUNLFY sereseseeeeeeeceere  Theie 
are the things that pagalise you to the heart; these are the things that vitiate the 
whole system, that spread degeneracy, hypocrisy, and sordid fraud over the country, 
and take from us the energies of virtuc, and sap the foundations of patriotism and 
spirit.”’—Mn. Fox’s SPEECH, 1797. 


Mr. Grey (now Eart Grey). 


«« Has the House of Commons shown either vigilance of inquiry, or independence 
of spirit? Have they investigated the origin oi their misfortunes, or checked 
ministers in their ruinous career? Nay, the very reverse. Im a war remarkable 
only for misfortune, and distinguislied on our part solely by disgrace, they hare 
suflered ministers to go on from failure to failure, adding nfisfortune to misfortune, 

and madness to folly, without either investigation or inquiry.—As a remedy for 
these evils, Mr. Grey recommended ‘a Reform of Parliament ; and to obviate the 
¢ charge of making complaints without prescribing some specific mode of relief, he 
‘ proposed, that instead of 92 county members there should be 113, and that the 
‘ right of voting should be extended to copyholders and leaseholders who are bound 
‘to pay rent for a certain number of years. To prevent compromises he proposed 
‘ that every county should be divided into grand divisions, each of which shovli 


“ «return a@ representative. 


He also proposed that the remaining 400 memben 
«« « should be returned by householders.’ ’’—~Mr. Grey’s Srecca in 1797. 










SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Tue Recency. In my last I men- 
tioned a Reform of the Commons’ House of 
Parliament as a measure, which ths people 
would naturally look for at the hands of 
those, be they who they may, that may 
become the ministers of the Regent. It is 
now forty years since this measure was, 
by men in high situations in the country, 
declared to be absolutely necessary to the 
safety of the nation.——Twenty eight 
years ago Mr. Pirr, Mr. Witsenronce, 
and Mr. Horne Tooke were all co-ope- 
rating most heartily for the attainment of 
this object; which was afterwards taken 
up by Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, now Earl 
Grey, Mr. Ssenipan, Mr. Trenney, Mr. 
Wuirprgad, aud others; and it is now 
called for by all that description of per. 
sons, taking an active part in public af- 
fairs, at the head of whom his talents and 
his well-tried devotion to public freedom 
have placed Sir Francis Buapetr.— 
This is not, then, a triffing matter. — It is 
not a matter that can be put aside easily. 
It is not anine day’s wonder. A thing 
that rises up and makes a hubbub, and 
then sinks down again. It is a great ques- 
tion, in which every man, who has an 
thing worth the name of property, feels 
that he has an interest. It is a question 
that has lived from father to son. It is, in 
short, a contest, which, on the part of 
the will never be given up,.——.4// 











} Peers and the Royal Family. ‘The thre 


{ by; or subjected to, laws, to which thd 












the men, who have, at the different stage 
of the contest, steod on the side of reform, 
cannot have been wrong. This is not to bt! 
believed ; and, therefore, to treat thos 
who now call for reform as “ wild tho 
“ rists,” is, to say the least of it, extremely 
impudent. As to the principles, up0 
which the demand of reform is made, they 
have been so often discussed, and are 
well understood, that it would be waste 
time to say much about them ;_neverthe 
less, a short and plain view of them mj 
not, upon this occasion, be altogether use 
lesss——-Ours is a government, consistin; 
of three Branches. The Kine, who isi 
vested with certain prerogatives in ordet 
that he may be an efficient Executive Me 
gistrate, and, that his power way be 1!" 
more solid and durable, he possesses is 
office and prerogatives by heirship. Tl 
Pzens, who form a House by themselves 
and who are the guardians of their ow 
and their families’ properties and. freedoth 
The third Branch is that of the Commo™ 
that is to say, all the nation, except 



























Branches together form the —Legis/atu 
and the King is the executor of the lav 
-————The Commons’ House arose out of ! 
maxim, that men ought not to be gover! 
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have not given their assent; and, indeed,' 
is this maxim which alone distingwis 
free from despotic goverment, the form 














meaning a government exercised dy 


[164 | 5) 
Ors of pple’s assent, and the latter a govern- 
Phese nt by the ruler’s will.——But, there is 


maxim of more coffined and familiar 
ganing, which we are accustomed to re- 
at, and which is taught by all the emi- 

ent writers on our constitution ; namely, 

jat Englishmen ought not to be TAXED 
Bthout their own consent. This, after all 
said and done, is the point to which we 

st always come. This is the great prin- 

ple of our government. This is the prin- 

le which distinguishes it from all others, 

cept that of America, which is of Eng- 

h descent. ‘This is the great principle 
pntended for in the times of Magna 
harta. It was for this principle that 
fampden made his stand, and, rather than 
ay 20 shillings in a tax imposed on him 
without his consent, he ventured his whole 
Ortune and his life in a contest, which fi- 
"mally cost him the latter in the field, but 
which brought his ill-advised sovereign to 
pperish on a scaffold, and which brought the 
ater part of the advisers to a death still 

More ignominious. It is for this principle, 
at, at bottom, all the contests between 

he kings and the people of England have 
een; and so firmly is it rooted in the 
sarts of the people, that to tear it out you 
hust take away their lives, and, if, bv 
means of corzuption, you succeed in dead- 
wening it there, the same cause will produce 
@n apathy as to all public matters, an in- 
fensibility as to national honour, and con- 
Meequently a disregard for national inde- 
pendence and defence.———He who laughs 
eat these notions, and who, after what he 
Bas seen upon the Continent of Europe, 
gtill believes, that a people will volun- 
ily shed their blood for their country, 

et their treatment in it be what it may, 

ill; of course, not think it worth his while 

> read any further; but, those who are of 
different opinion, will agree with me in 

ithe conclusion, that, at this time in parti- 
lar, it is necessary that the hearts of the 


@ the 
ntry, 
1 and 


dence 
ecked 
‘Kable 
r hare 
rtone, | 
Ly for 
te the 
ef, he 
at the 
bound 
posed 
should § 
mberi 


stage 
eform, 
L to bee 
thost 
L theo 
emely 
upol 
e, they 
are s0 
aste cf 
rerthe: 
n may 
er use 
sistin’ 
> 18 il 
, ordet 
ve Me 
be th 
ses. lub 
Th 


selves 


ir owl people should be kept alive to the interests 
eedoth nd honour of their country, and not dead- 
MONA ned by the workings of corruption ——-To 
ept tbs be able to say that you have the people’s 
e thret jonsent to the taxes which they have to pay, 
slaturt it is not necessary that the separate consent 
, Jaws of cach man should be obtained. This is 


+ of the not, and never was, the notion of any man 
eerd in England. The thing is ¢ ible, and 
hy thet atis quite enough. But, we all know, 
jeed, mot only what is the maxim of the consti- 
guisié uon, but what is practicable, and of ex- 


stemely casy practice, and that is, that the 
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representatives; and, as it is next to im- 
possible that all the people in any given 
part of a country should be exactly of one 
mind as to the person, or persons, to re- 
present them, the question, as in all cases 
of arbitration between man and man, must 
be decided by the majority of voices. 

This is the way, in which those who call 
for a reform of the people’s House of Par- 
liament, say that the consent of the people 
to tax them ought to be obtained. What 
is I need not say ; and, I shall now pro- 
ceed té make some observations upon the 
progress of this, contest for the reform, 
which has been so long in existence. 

The first movers for it, were esteemed 
men of the greatest wisdom as well as pa- 
triotism, and their opponents discussed the 
matter with them with arguments built upon 
what they said were the principles of our 
constitution of goverment. At astill later 
period, when Mr. Prrr and Mr. Witber- 
Force stood in the ranks, or rather, at the 
head, of the reformers, a little more of the 
spirit of party mixed itself in the discus- 
sions, but, still, wickedness of motive was 
not ascribed to those who called for re- 
form. It wasnot till after the commence- 
ment of the French Revolution, that Re. 
publican, Leveller, Jacobin, Traitor and Pare 
liamentary Reformer became synonymous 
terms in the mouths of those who took the 
side opposite to that of reform, amongst 
whom were many of the very men, whe 
had themselves been amongst the most 
zealous reformers. ‘That great eveni, 


‘which has already gone far, but which 


has, in my opinion, much farther yet to 
go, in changing the political state of the 
world, warmed into life the chilled and 
dormant seeds of reform in England, 
where the cause, though not openly dis- 
claimed, had been effectually abandoned 
by all those men in power who had be- 
fore espoused it.—-~The example of the 
French pares exhibited a successful 
struggle for their rights; and, it was per- 
fectly natural, that the people of England 
should feel an enthusiasm in their cause, 
and that they should, at the same time, en- 
deavour to rival them in this way as well 
as in contests in arms.——This was the 
golden opportunity for: overnment of 
England ; not to go to war; not to enter 
into a contest in arms with a people en- 
gaget in a struggle for their liberties ; 
but, to let them quite alone, and to make 
that reform at home, which had been so 
long called for, and the making of whieh, 





by “firing satisfaction to every reasonable 
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167) 
man, would have enabled the government 
to set at nought all the invitations to re- 
bellion that any of the mad heads in 
France might have been disposed to give. 
——-England was in a state of growing 
prosperity at that time. She was, con- 
trary to the expectations of those who 
wished her best, recovering from the ef- 
fects of the then late warat an astonishing 
rate; and, indeed, though party contests 
agitated the higher political circles, there 
was, save the question of Reform, nothing | 
to agitate the great mass of the people. | 
‘That question completely set at rest, what | 
might the government not have contemn- | 
ed, on the part of France, in the way 
either of force or seduction? The go- 
vernment unhappily chose a different | 
course, a course precisely opposite ; | 
namely, a contest in arms against republi- | 
can principles in France, and a resolution | 
to keep down by force those who were | 
struggling for reform in England, reform | 
being now confounded with republicanism, 
and its advocates confounded with republi- 
cans, levellers, jacobins and traitors, In| 
both objects the government of England 
finally sueceeded. The pecuniary cost of 
that success we know and feel, in part, at 
least; but of the ultimate political cost 
no man can form any computation.—— 
In his war against republican principles | 
in France Mr, Pitt succeeded to admi- | 
| 
4 

















ration. But, what has he raised up in the 

stead of those republican’ principles? His | 
wars and subsidies collected soldiers toge- | 
ther to crush liberty in France, and to | 
make the very name of liberty hateful 
even to the French themselves, — But, lias | 
not something succeeded full as dangerous | 
to England as French liberty and equality | 
would have been ?—~-And, as to his suc- | 
cess at home against the reformers, under | 
the names of republicans, levellers, jaco- | 
bins and traitors, what has followed it ? | 
Has the success been attended with any | 
beneficial consequences? Lorp Desanrt is, 

in the parliamentary reborts, said to have 
produced this success, the other day, asa 
proof of Mr. Pitt’s being “a great staces- 
man.’ We is reported to have said, that 
“ the great man crushed the democrais” in 
England. That is to say, the reformers, 
for none of them pretended to ask for an 

thing but a reform of Parliament. Well, 
“ the great man’’ did succeed in crushing 
them for the time. By one means or ano- 
ther, by acts for which he afterwards ob- 
tained from the parliament a bill of én- 


demaity, he kept them down, But, what 
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| their state? Are they likely to enjoy much 


_sociations against republicans and level- 






































of that? Has the country been rendered 
more secure by the keeping of them dowy; 
Has the keeping of them down prevented 
the Income ‘Tax, the increase of the 
Paupers, the Bank Restriction; and, has it 
prevented the growth of the power of 
France? It produced an union with Ireland, 
indeed ; but did it produce friendship and 
strength and safety there ?>——Such men al. | 
ways seem to think that there are only 
two parties, the government and the reformer, 
and that if the former can but succeed 
against the latter, it may shout victory, 
But there is a third party to look to, that 
is, Buonaparté, and to beat him and the 
reformers too, is more than “ the great mun 
‘now no more’ wasable. Yet, until Buo- 
naparté be beaten there is no good ground 
for shouting victory—-—Yes, the te. 
formers were kept down; but do those who 
lent their hands to that work, think they 
are now safe from without? In short, woul! 
they not gladly exchange their present 
situation for that of 1792? What, thea, 
even upon their own ground, has been 
gained by keeping down the reformers’ 
There are men, who care not oie 
straw for any thing but the quiet enjoy- 
ment of their wealth, and who would see 
any thing done to the people, no matter 
what, provided that that object were there- 
by secured. Such men have no mercy 
upon any one whose principles tend 
disturb them. They care not, in sucha 
case, who it is that suffers. Their cry 5, 
“ heisa troublesome fellow,’ and that cry they 
have long keptup. But, has this mended 





quiet ? How are they to put down that 
“ troublesome fellow,” Buonaparté ? Thet! 
ery will not affect him. They decall him, 
indeed, without mercy ; they decorate 
him with all the appellations suited to? 
fiend, and their mouth-piece, the Morn- 
ing Post, asserts that he and his ministers at? 
men who boast of being guilty of wn 
tural crimes, like the Vere Street gang. But, 
alas! this does not avail. There is 1° 
such thing as getting at him. His Le- 
gees and his Serjeants push on. His 

eets are preparing, in spite of all the as 


lers and jacobins and traitors, He ge’ 
into Sweden and the ports of the North in 
spite of all the successes against democra's. 

he transportations of Palmer and Gerald 
and Muir and Margarot tended, indeed, 1° 
stifle reform in England; but; upon she 
whole, what has it done for the security o! 


England ?-——It is, I think, quite impos" 
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= to take this view of the matter, with- 
E coming, at once, to the conclusion, 
t what it would have been wise to do 
1793, it is, as far as possible, wise to do 
. To reduce France to what she was 
is impossible ; to prevent the further 
ease of her enormous power is also im- 
sible ; but, it is possible to make Eng- 

id secure even against that enormous 
er by giving a new spirit to the peo- 
by uniting them heart and hand, and 
this would be done by a reform of par- 
lament, such as was called for by all those 
n, whose words I have taken as mottos 
this Number, and to effect which reform 
uid not cost one single sixpence—-—A 
ple never die; a people cannot perish 
itthey would; and a great question, 
that of reform, becomes, in time, 

irt of the public soul. It may be 
ij. fothered for a while, but, it will always 


| Break out again. The want of reform is the 


fat source of all complaint; every se- 
fate complaint flows from it, and, quick 
hought, is traced to it.——It is nonsense 
Bay, that the people do not wish for re- 
n, because they do not crowd up peti- 
calling for it. I have often-times 


wn why they do not crowd up petitions ; 
dU, afier what every man has scen of late, 


at can any man want more to satisfy 
of the futility of such an argument, 
use which, indeed, is an insult so out- 
tcous as never to be forgiven. We 
fe told, that the “ quiet good sort of folks” 
ay nothing about reform. This is not 
me; for, in private, they do say a great 
fal about it, and are very anxiou3 for its 
option. That they will not ser; that 
y will not expose themselves, in any 
y, I knew very well. But, of what use 
build these “ guiet good sort of folks’’ be, 
Napoieon’s Legions were to land in the 
untry? Does any man imagine, that 
ty would not retain this admired qua- 
y of quietness? Does any man suppose, 
at they would change their nature all at 
ce ; and that they who had not had the 
rage openly to express their senti- 
ents, would, all of a sudden, find courage 
Hicient to meet the French bayonets? 
—Oh, no! This were a foolish suppo- 
ion indeed ; and, whoever lives to see 
day of trial, will find that these 
makers in politics will be something 
brse than Quakers in war.——Common 
hse says, that, in the hour of real danger, 
e fate of the country must depend upon 
> disposition of the active and cealous part 
‘the people, and these are all for reform. 
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Leaving, therefore, the justice of the pro- 
posed measure wholly aside, national safe- 
ty calls loudly for it, unless we make our 
minds up to the notion, that nations do not 
depend for their safety upon the activity 
and zeal and courage of the people. [ 
hope, indeed, that nothing will ever pre- 
vent Englishmen from tighting in defence 
of their native land ; but, is it to be sup- 
posed, that, if the necessity arose, they 
would be able to do it so effectually unless 
they were previously united by the mea- 
sure of reform? Is it to be suppused, that 
while those active and zealous men, who 
call for this measure, are, by their oppo- 
nents, branded as Jacobins and traitors, the 
whole people can possibly be brought, 
upon any emergency, to act cordially to- 
gether for any purpose whatever? And is 
there not good ground to fear, that a sea- 
son of general danger would be also a sea- 
son of mutual reproaches and perhaps re- 
venge ; These are the considerations 
that ought to weigh with statesmen, even 
supposing them to leave justice to the peo- 
ple entirely out of the question.——A 
passage in the leading venal print, the 
Courier, of the 2Ist instant, furnishes a 
pretty good specimen of the means at 
present made use of to conciliate and 
unite the people and to stand by one ano- 
ther in an hour of danger. ‘“ The Minis- 
“try and the Public should be guarded 
“against a clamour raising by persons 
“ uniformly in the interest of France against 
“ sending troops to Portugal. They cry 
“ out that Ireland is in danger of invasion, 
‘that England is in danger of invasion, 
« Now, there is less danger of invasion 
“ now, as they know, than at any former 
period of the war; but their wish is to 
« let Massena get his reinforcements, and 
“ to prevent Lord Wellington from getting 
«any, by which means the victory for the 
** enemy may be secure, and the English Jaco- 
« bins will have created a happy diversion 
‘¢ in favour of their allies, the French.’’—— 
Thus are all those, who, after having seen 
Lord Talavera followed by Massena from 
the frontiers of Portugal to the vicinity of 
Lisbon; who, after having been, by these 
same prints, assured, that Lord Talavera 
intended to draw Massena to that point, 
where he had got him in a trap, saw him 
let the Frenchmen out of the trap ; who, 
after baving been over and over again told, 
that the French were starving, now find 
that, they have plenty of provisions ; who, 
afier having been told, till the ear grew 
weary of the sound, that Massena possess- 
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ed not an inch of ground but that on 
which his army stood, now find him to be 
the master of all Portugal, except the little 
nook-in which our army is penned up; 
who, after being a hundred times told, by 
this same writer, that our army was supe- 
rior in numbers to the French, and that 
the latter was daily and hourly wasting 
away by famine, sickness and desertion ; 
all those, who, after having seen and heard 
these things, now think that more troops 
ought not to be sent to Portugal, and who are 
of opinion, that to send them out is only to 
incur a certain additional heavy expence, 
without the smallest chance of doing any 
good ; all those persons are thus branded as 
Jacobins, are charged with being in the inter- 
est of France; and with wéshing to make the 
victory of the enemy secure. These are the 
means; these and the like of these, are 
the means now in use for conciliating and 
uniting the people, and for iaclining them 
to spend their last shilling and shed the 
Jast drop of their blood in defence of the 
country, including, of course, these their 
calumniators !——The men who are thus 
depicted are parliamentary reformers. There 
is no other description of politicians that 
the venal have any serious objection to ; 
and, the reason is plain: these latter know 
well, that reform strikes at the root of cor- 
ruption. This is the reason, and the only 
reason, that they hate the reformers, for 
the purpose of destroying whom, they 
would annihilate the country, This ob- 
ject is always uppermost in their minds, 
and, in their endeavours to effect it, or, 
merely for the purpose of venting their 
hatred, they think nothing of proclaiming 
to the enemy, that there are men in Eng- 
Jand, who are uniformly in the interest of 
France; who wish by all means to secure 
the success of the French army over our own ; 
and who, in a word, regard the French as 
their allies. The number of these men, 
when he looks at the  Burdettite Livery,” 
Napoleon will want nobody to tell him. 
~——W hat would be said of me, if I were 
to state, in the Register, that a part of the 
people of England wish success to the arms 
of Napoleon against our army; thata part 
of the people of England are steadily in his 
interest; that a part of the people of Eng- 
land look upon him as their ally? What 
would be said of me, if I were to state this? 
Should I not be called a “ seditious li- 
“beller?” Should I not be charged with 
“‘ enviting the French to our shores,” as [ 
was, in the time of the Addingtons, be- 








They have so often been defeated and ex. 





















defence that I thought were neglected? |) | 
short, what would not be said against me, & 
or against any man of my sentiments, tha § 
were to state what is here, without any re. 
serve or qualification, proclaimed to the 
world by this venal writer ?——But, this 
is all perfectly natural. It all proceeds 
from the same source. These venal mep 
feel conscious of their weakness upon the | 
real subject in dispute. They know tha, [ 
if they speak of reform, they are beaten, 


posed in those discussions, that they tum 
from them as a perjuror does from the pi. 
lory. They use all possible endeavours to 
divert the public attention from the real 
cause of their hatred. To cry reforne 
would not do; but the ery of Jacobins 
Freneh faction, and the like, suits them to 
admiration, being, as they are, quite re- 
gardless of the consequences to the coun 
try, so that by these, or any other mean, 
they secure to themselves the advantages 
of their venality and corruption, ——I shall 
be told, perhaps, that I am teaching the 
public to expect too much from the Ke. 
gency Ministry, and that the latter will 
not be able to carry a parliamentary reforn. 
—I do not teach the public te expect to 
much ; for! do not say, that the Regency 
Ministry will be able immediately to carryth's 
great and vital measure; but, 1 am {fully 
justified in pointing out what I think oug!! 
tobe done. And, something they will cer 
tainly be able todo. They will be able 
to give the people a patient and respectful 
hearing ; they will-be able to abstain from 
ascribing their applications to jacobinism; 
they will be able to hear the statement of 
their grievances without calling out {0 
“a stand against popular encroachment,” and 
without designating them as a “ low, 
“ graded crew.’ All this they will have 
full power to do; and they will, besides 
have full power to show the peaple, to giv? 
them convincing preof, that they, at leas 
wish success to the cause of reform. Nothing 
can prevent them from being able to ente" 
tain the subject; to give it ample discussi" 
and to let it take its fair chance of the be 
nefits to be derived from reason and trut). 
——Is this too much to expect from them! 
If it be, the safe way is i them to ex 
pect nothing; but, then, if the people & 
pect nothing, if they are to have no hopé 
of any benefit from the approachins 
change, it is not reasonable to expect tht 
they will either discover or feel any ™ 
terest in it——-In offering these obset'* 














cause L urged the necessity of measures of | tions, I am so far from having any wis) 
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ibarrass the government of the Regent, 
it my wish really is to prevent embar- 
ment by stating before hand what are 
| expectations of the people. Every 
ng, | am well aware, cannot be done 
at once ; but, every thing:may be done 
ime, and something may be done imme- 


ely,that is to give the people proofs of 


me, & 
that & 
y Te. 
the 
this 
eeds 


aa ish todo more. But, in the end, Il am 
the . , 

her & roughly convinced, that this country 
hat, § i.” : : 
ten & be saved by nothing but a constitu- 


inal Reform of the Commons’ House of 


eX. c 
. liament. Inthe meanwhile the venal 


n are hard at work to prepare, to mus- 
Ly up, and set in motion, all the preju- 
a les that they can against the Prince and 


government. ‘The Counter of the 
e above-mentioned, after some criticism 
jon His Royal Highness’s Answer to the 
@putation from the two Houses, in which 
@ writer has discovered, what he calls 


rer 
bins, 
n to 

ree 


a Mradictions and insinuations, he proceeds 
ans, us :——“ But if his Royal Highness’s 
5s advisers are really anxious to manifest 
hal their reverential delicacy towards the 
. King, they will find full as good oppor- 


unities of doing so in the exercise of 
those prerogatives which the Regent will 
have, as they could have done in the 
disuse of those which he has not; and J 
Fwill suggest to them the delicacy of not 


vill 
rm, 
too 
Icy 
ths @ changing his Majesty’s confidential servants, 
lly fand placing in their room those whom 


ont 


5 his Majesty lately dismissed from his 
er f service, and who have expressed their 
ble “determined hostility to the system which 
ful his Majesty has so successfully persevered in, 
oil i and which, there is every reason to hope, 
im; he is desirous of continuing. . There is 
of “no comparison between the indelicacy of 
lor changing the King’s servants and the 
and making a few respectable individuals, to 
de iwhom his Majesty is not known to have 
ave any violent personal objections, Peers. 
es, ‘But we are even told, that Catholic 
ive Emancipation will delicately be assented 
st to, by these advisers. Thus, in bis Majes- 
ing @ ty’s name and for him, a measure will be 
el assented to, to which during his whole reign, 
0; he as known to have felt the most conscientious 
Dee and irrevocable objections: this is delicacy 
th. with a vengeance. I hope the rumour 
n! upon this subject will be contradicted. If 
ex * there is no delicacy shewn in the exer- 
eX ‘ cise of those powers which the Regent 
pe ‘is to have, the country will not value 
ng much a delicacy which would have 
hat been shown in the exercise of those 
in- which he has not.””——Thus, then, are 
ra ne people of Ireland told, that those 


to laims, which they have so long been 
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urging, have been refused solely from the 
will of the King. And thus have these vile 
hypocrites, these pretenders to exclusive 
« loyalty,” given the country another 
proof of their readiness to throw every thing 
upon the King, which is felt as a grievance 
by any part of the people.——-Bot, what 
an outrageous principle is here? The 
Prince is not to listento the people of 
Ireland, because the King is known to 
have felt oljections to the granting of their 
claims! Why should not this argument 
be extended to any time beyond the 
life of the King? The Prince will hold 
his authority in irust, and so does the 
King. The whole, to use the Prince’s 
own words, “ is held as a trust for the be- 
“nefit of the people.’ But this writer 
would have us regard it as a thing of the 
nature of personal property; and that the 
happiness or misery of a whole people is 
to depend upon the mere feelings of one 
man; nay, that those feelings, even to 
such an extent as this, are to be consulted 
and submitted to, after the person having 
them is declared to be in a state of mental 
derangement ; than which, perhaps, a more 
perfect specimen of despotism never was 
exhibited in this world ; - for, according to 
this venal writer, not only is it proper to 
refuse to listen to the alledged grievances 
of the people upon the sole ground of the 
King’s feelings, but they are still; apon 
that same ground, not to be listened to 
when the King is declared to be in a state 
not to be able to form any judgment on 
the matter, and to be utterly incapable of 
all business whatsoever. This surpasses, 
if possible, iu comprehensiveness, the ar- 
gument of Mr. Yorke. It goes to all 
measures Whatever that shall be disagreea- 
ble to the men now in place, who, if this 
reasoning be, for one moment, admit- 
ted, have nothing to do but to say, “ the 
“ King felt oljections to this measure, and we 
«know tt.’ And, as this writer has very 
consistently observed, it is well known 
that the King chose. these present minis- 
ters, of course that he would feel objec- 
tions to their being put out, and that, 
therefore, they ought to remain in place, and 
have all the power and profit that they 
now have.——This is complete in all its 
parts. It provides for every thing. It in- 
sures us the perseverance in that same 
system, in which this most barefaced 
scribe tells us, “ his Majesty has so success- 
« fully persevered.” Where is the proof 
of success? Venal man, look across the 
Channel; and then tell us where the success 
has been. Look at the American States, 
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formerly his Majesty’s Colonies ; look at 
Jreland: look at the Bank; \ook at Sweden ; 
look at Holland; look up the Schelde; 
look back at Walcheren; or, look now at 
Portugal; look any where, and produce us 
your marks of success.——Ilere, again, 
too, the system, which has led toall the evils 
that these names bring to our recollection; 
this fatal system.is ascribed wholly éo the 
King.——The .day will, I trust, yet come, 
when the system and its measures will be 
ascribed-éo ofjers, and that, too, in such a 
way as truth and justice demand. The 
insult here oflered to His Royal Highness 
is truly abominable. ‘This writer, in addi- 
tion to all bis other insults, tells him, that 
he is bound in delicacy to adhere to a sys- 
tem, part of which, and no very trifling 
part, has been to misrepresent, calumniate, 
and degrade himself !——Sir Samuet Ro- 
MILLY, in the debate of the 21st instant, 
said, upon this subject, that he ‘ neither 
“ accused nor could he suppose Mr. Per- 
“ ceval capable of offering any insult to 
«the Prince of Wales. He wished he 
* could say the same of his political adhe- 
“rents. If so, they would not have found 
* those public prints, which he should not 
“say were under tlie protection of the ad- 
“ministration of his right hon. friend, 
“ but which were certainly not prosecuted 
“with the same severity and rigour as were 
“« manifested in other instances, pursuing a 
“ systematic course of attack upon his 
es +m Highness, calumniating every act, 
“« and misrepresenting every word of his Royal 
“ Highness, and holding up to scorn and de- 
“ vision every member of the Royal family. 
“Neither should they have found them 
“incessantly imputing the basest motives to 
“many members of that House for pursuing 
“on this occasion what they conscientiously 
“ considered their duty.’’——-It_ was well to 
point this out, though it could not have 
escaped the public attention. But, there 
is, in the present conduct of the venal 
prints towards the Prince of Wales, no- 
thing new. They have been constantly 
atit, In a way more or less open, ever since 
I have been a reader of news-papers ; but, 
now, they have thrown off all reserve, 
which, to say the truth, is less objectiona- 
ble than the base eves-dropping misrepre- 
sentations, the whispering and canting ca- 
lumnies, in which they have so long lak, 
but which they now perceive can no longer 
serve their MEAN, MERCENARY and 
MALIGNANT purposes. 
W™. COBBETT, 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

January 22, 181i. 
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America anp FiLoripa.—Proclamation 
President Madison, 27th Oct. 1810, 


Whereas the Territory South of th 
Mississippi Territory, and Eastward of t\ 
River Mississippi, and extending to th 


net delivered to the United States in py. # 
suance of the Treaty concluded at Pai 
on the 30th of April, 1803, has at || 
times, as is well known, been considere) 
and claimed by them, as being within the 


Treaty in the same extent that it had iy 
the hands of Spain, and that it had when 


whereas the acquiescence of the United 
States in the temporary continuance of 
the said territory under the Spanish av. 
thority was not the result of any distros: 
of their title, as has been particularly 
evinced by the general tenor of their 
laws, and by the distinction made in the 
application of those laws between tliat 
territory and foreign countries ; but was 
occasioned by their conciliatory views, 
and by a confidence in the justice of their 
cause, and in the success of candid suc 
cession and amicable negociation witha 
just and friendly Power.—And whereas 3 
satisfactory adjustment, too long delayed, 
without the fault of the United States, has 
for some time been entirely suspended by 
events over which they had no controul ; 
and whereas a crisis has at length arrived 
subversive of the order of things under 
the Spanish Authorities, whereby a failure 
of the United States to take the said ter- 
ritory into its possession may lead to events 
ultimately contravening the views of both 
parties, whilst in the mean time the traa- 
quillity and security of our adjoining tel 


given to violations of our révenve and 
commercial laws, and of those prohibiting 
the introduction of slaves :—Considering 


{ Moreover, that under these peculiar and 


imperative circumstances, a forbearance 
-on the part of the United States to occupy 
the territory in question, and thereby 
guard against the confusions and contil- 
gencies which threaten it,’ might be con- 
strued into a dereliction of their title, oF 
an insensibility to the importance of the 
stake: considering that in the hands of 
the United States it will not cease to be 4 
subject of fair and friendly negociation 





and adjustment: considering finally, thet 
| the Acts of Congress, thoug contemplet- 


River Perdido, of which possession wa 


colony of Louisiana conveyed by the said § 


France originally possessed it, — And § 


ritories, are endangered, and new facilities | 
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g a present possession by a foreign au- 
prity, have contemplated also an evyent- 
al possession of the said territory by the 
Jnited States, and are accordingly so 
amed as in that case to extend in their 
iperation to the same: Now be it known, 
hat I, J. Madison, President of the United 
tates of America, in pursuance of these 
eighty and urgent considerations, have 
emed it right and requisite, that posses- 
jon should be taken of the said territory, 

mn the name and behalf of the United 
ates. W.C. C. Claiborne, Governor of 

he Orleans Territory, of which the said 
rritory is to be taken as part, will ac- 
ordingly proceed to execute the same ; 
ind to exercise over the said territory the 
athorities and functions legally apper- 
dining to his office. And the good peo- 
ple inhabiting the same, are invited and 


ie ‘f joined to pay due respect to him in that 
) Yeharacter ; to be obedient to the laws, to 
Maintain order, to cherish harmony, and, 


every manner, to conduct themselves 

peaceable citizens, under full assu- 

ce, that they will be protected in the 
njoyment of their liberty, property, and 
eligion. 


F Lonipa-WeEst.—Declaration of Indepen- 


dence.——20 Sept. 1510. 


~ It is known to the world with how much 
fidelity the good people of this territory 


have professed and maintained allegiance 


o their legitimate Sovereign, while any 
fiope remained of receiving from him pro- 
ection for their property and lives.— 
Without making any unnecessary inno- 
Vation in the established principles of the 
zovernment, we had voluntarily adopted 
certain regulations in concert with our 
First Magistrate for the express purpose 
of preserving this territory, and shewing 
r attachment to the Government which 
mad heretofore protected us.—This com- 
pact, which was entered into with good 
aith on our part, will for ever remain an 
honourable testimony of our right inten- 
ions and inviolable fidelity to our King 


and Parent Country, while so much as a- 


Shadow of legitimate authority remained 
o be exercised over us. We sought only 
speedy remedy for such evils as seemed 
to endanger our existence and prosperity ; 
id were encouraged by: our Governor 
vith solemn. promises of assistance and 
0-operation.—But those measures-which 
ere intended for our preservation, he has 
ndeavoured to pervert into an engine of 
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destruction, by encouraging, in the most 
perfidious manner, the violation of ordi- 
nances, sanctioned and established by 
himself as the law of the land.—Being 
thus left without any hope of protection 
from the mother country—betrayed by a 
magistrate whose duty it was to have pro- 
vided for the safety and tranquillity of the 
people and government committed to his 
charge, and exposed to all the evils of a 
state of ‘anarchy, which we have so long 
endeavoured to avert; it becomes our 
duty to provide for our own security as a 
free and independent state, absolving from 
all allegiance to a Government which no 
longer protects us, 

«“ We, therefore, the Representatives 
aforesaid, appealing tothe Supreme Ruler 
of the world for the rectitude of our in- 
tentions, do solemly publish and declare 
the several districts composing this ter- 
ritory of West Florida to bea Free and 
Independent State ; and that they have a 
right to institute for themselves such form 
of government as they may think condu- 
cive to their safety and happiness, to form 
treaties, to establish commerce, to provide 
for their common defence, and todo all acts 
which may of right be done by a sove- 
reign and independent nation; at the 
same time declaring all acts within the 
said territory of West Florida, after this 
date, by any tribane or authorities not de- 
riving their powers from the people, 
agreeably to the provisions established by 
this Convention, to be null and void, and 
calling upon all foreign nations to respect 
this our declaration, acknowledging our 
independence, and giving us such aid as 
may be consistent with the laws and 
usages of nations.—T his declaration, made 
in Convention at the town of Baton Rouge, 
on the 26th day of September, in the year 
of our Lord 1810, We, the Representa- 
tives, in the name aforesaid, aud on behalf 
of our constituents, do hereby solemnly 
pledge ourselves to support with our lives 
and fortunes.—By order of the Conven- 
tion, Joun Ruga, President. 

Anp. STEELE, Secretary. 


[The above act of independence was 
communicated to the Governor of the 
Mississippi Territory, requesting it might 
be transmitted to the President of the 
United States, with the expression of a 
hope that the Government would take the 
present Government and people of Florida 
under their immediate and special pro- 
tection. The answer of Mr. Secretary 
Smith to the Governor of Mississippi, 
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states the right of the United States to the 
territory of West Florida, as far as the 
River Perdido, it having been fairly ac- 
quired by purchase, and formally ratified 
by treaty; and also that the President 
cannot recognize in the Convention of 
West Florida any independent authority 
whatcver, to propose or to form a compact 
with the United States.) 





America ano Encianp.—Letier from Mr. 
Smita, Secretary of State, to Mr. 
Pinkney, American Minister in England, 
velative to the recali of the latier,—J\5 
Nov, 1810. 


Sir,—From a view of the conduct of 
the British Government, in relation to a 
Plenipotentiary, successor to Mr. Jackson, 
as presented in your several communica- 
tions, including even those brought by 
the Hornet, at which date, and on which 
inviting occasion the subject does not ap- 
pear to have been within the attention of 
Government, the President thinks it im- 
proper, that the United States should con- 
tinue to be represented at London by a 
Minister Plenipotentiary.—In case, there- 
fore, the appointment of a successor to 
Mr. Jackson, of that grade should have 
taken place at the receipt of this jetter, 
you will consider your functions as sus- 
pended, and you will accordingly take 
your leave of absence, charging a fit person 
with the affairs of the Legation. Consi- 
dering the season at which this instruc- 
tion may haye its effect, and the possi- 
bility ofa satisfactory change in the sys- 
tem of our relations with Great Britain, 
the time of your return to the United 
States is leftto your discretion and con- 
venience, 





America, ENGtanp, anp France,—=Docu- 
ments, laid before the Congress of America, 
by the President, relative to the Disputes 
with England and France, 6th Dec. 1$1C. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Smith to Mr. 
Pinkney. Department of the State, Jan. 
20, 1810, 

In my letter to you of the 11th Nov. 
1809, you were authorised to assure the 
British Government, that the United 
States sincerely retained the desire which 
they have constantly professed to facilitate 
a friendly accommodation of all the exist- 
ing differences between the two countries, 
and that nothing would be more agree- 
able to them than to find the successor of 
Mr. Jackson invested with all the autho- 



































rities necessary for the accomplishment of 
so desirable an event, and moreover, that 
if the attainment of this object through 
your agency should be considered more 
expeditious, or otherwise preferable, t 
would be a course entirely satisfactory to 
the United States.—I am now charged by 
the President to transmit to you the en- 
closed letter subjoined, authorising you to 
resume the negociations with the British 
Government, under the full power that 
had been given, severally and jointly, to | 
you and Mr. Monroe. And in your dis 
cussion therein, you will be regulated 
by the instructions heretofore given to Mr, 
Monroe and yourself. It is, however, not 
intended, that you should commence this 
negociation, until the requisite adjustment 
shall have been made in the affair of the 
Chesapeake. And in the adjustment of this 
case, you will be guided by the instruc. 
tions which you have heretofore received 
from this department in relation to it— 
It is moreover desirable, that preparatory 
to a treaty upon all the points of difference 
between the two countries, am arrange- 
ment should be made for the revocation of 
the Orders in Council. As it is uncertain 
what may be the ultimate measures of 
Congress at the present Session, it cannot 
be expected that the President can, at this 
time, state the precise condition to be an- 
nexed to a repeal of the Orders in Coun- 
cil. But, in general, you may assure the 
British Government of his cordial dispo- 
sition to exercise any power which may 
be invested, to put an end to Acts of Con- 
gress, which would not be resorted to but 
for the Orders in Council, and at the same 
time, of his determination to keep them in 
force against France, in case her Decrees 
should not also be repealed. 


Mr. Smith to Mr. Pinkney, Department o 
State, Jan. 20, 1810. 


Sir; The President, anxious to adjust 
the existing differences between the United 
States and Great Britain, and ponening it 
expedient to make another effort for that 
purpose, has given it in charge to me to 
instruct you to renew negociations in Lon- 
don under the commission, dated 12th of 
May, 1806, authorising Mr. Monro and 
yourself, severally, as well as jointly, 
treat with the British Government. rela- 
tive to wrongs committed between the 
parties on the high seas, or other waters, 
and for establishing the principles of a 
ate. and commerce between them 
T have the honour, &c. &c. R, Smite 
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4 Smith to Mr. Pinkney. Department of 
| State, May 22, 1810. 


Sir; Your dispatch of the 27th of 
arch, by the British packet, was re- 
ived on the 17th of this month:—The 
Pesident has read with surprise and re- 
t the answers of Lord Wellesley to 
bur letter of the 2nd of January, and 
» his reply to your note requiring ex- 
nations with respect to the blockades 
‘France. The one indicates an appa- 
at indifference as to the character of the 
plomatic intercourse between the two 
fontries, and the other evinces an in- 
xible determination to persevere in 
leir system of blockade.—'lhe provision 
Made lor the Diplomatic Agency which 
to succeed that of Mr. Jackson, mani- 
fests a dissatisfaction at the step necessa- 
taken here with regard to that Minis- 


) fer, and at the same time a diminution of 


fe respect heretofore attached tothe diplo- 
hatic relations between the two countries. 
lowever persevering the President may 

be in the conciliatory disposition which 
as constantly governed him, he cannot 
inattentive to such an apparent depar- 

ere from it on the other side, nor to the 
Muty imposed on him by the rules of 
"€quality and reciprocity applicable to 
euch cases. It will be very agreeable to 
Thim to find that the provision in question 
"8 intended merely to afford time for a 
P Satisfactory choice of a Plenipotentiary 
3 cessor to Mr. Jackson, and that the 
| Mode of carrying it into effect may be 
equally vunexceptionable. But whilst, 
om the language of the Marquis Wel- 
Besley, with respect to the designation of 
Charge d’Aflairs, and from the silence, 

las to any other successor to the recalled 
Minister, it is left to be inferred that the 
former alone is in contemplation, it be- 
comes proper to ascertain what are the 
Teal views of the British Government on 
the occasion, and should they be such as 
they are inferred to be, to meet them by 
@ correspondent change in the diplomatic 
stablishnrent of the United States at Lon- 
don. The President relies on your dis- 
cretion for obtaining the requisite know- 
ledge of this subject, in a manner that 
will do justice to the friendly policy which 
the United States wish to be reciprocal in 
every instance between the two nations. 
Dat in the event of its appearing that the 
Substitation of a Charge d’ Affairs for a 
' Minister Plenipotentiary, is to be a conti- 
_}bance not required or explained by the 
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occasion, and consequently justifying the 
inference drawn from the letter of Lord: 
Wellesley, the respect which the United 
States owe to themselves will require that’ 
you return to the United States, accord 
ing to the permission hereby given by 
the President, leaving charged with the 
business of the Legation such person as 
you may deem most fit for the trust.. With 
this view a commission, as required by a 
statute of the last session, is hereby en- 
closed, with a blank for a Secretary of 
Legation. But this step you will not 
consider yourself as instructed to take, in 
case you should have commenced, with a 
prospect of a satisfactory result, the nego-~ 
ciations authorised by my letter-of the 
20th. of January.—In a letter ofthe 4th of 
this month, I transmitted to you a copy of 
the Act of Congress, at their last Session; 
concerning the commercial interceurse 
between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain and France. You will herewith re- 
ceive another copy of the same Act. In 
the fourth section of this Statute you. will 
perceive a new modification. of the policy 
of the United States, and you will let it be 
understood by the British Government, 
that this provision will be duly carried 
into effect on the part of the United States. 
——A_ satisfactorv adjustment of the affair 
of the Chesapeake is very desirable. The 
views of the President upon this delicate 
subject you may collect, not only from 
the instructions heretofore given to you, 
but from the sentiments that had been 
manifested on the part of this Government 
in the discussion with Mr. Rose, and from 
the terms and conditions contained in the 
arrangement made with Mr. Erskine. 
And conformable with these views, thus 
to be collected, you will consider your- 
self hereby instructed to negociate and 
conclude an arrangement with the British 
Government in eden to the attack on 
the Chesapeake.—I have the honour to 
be, &c. R, Sirs. 


Mr. Smith to Mr. Pinkney. Department of 
State, July 2, 1810. 


Sir—Your several letters of the Sth and 
9th of April, and 2d and 3d of May have 
been received.— Whilst it was not kuown 
on the one hand, how far the French Go- 
vernment would adhere to the apparent im- 
port of the condition as first communicated, 
on which the Berlin Decrees would be 
revoked, and on the other hand, what ex- 
planations would be given by the British 
Government with respect to tts blockades 
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prior to that Decree, the course deemed 
proper to be taken was that pointed out 
in my letter to you of Nov. 11, and in that 
to Gen. Armstrong of the Ist of Dec. 
‘The precise and formal declaration since 
made by the French Government, that 
the condition was limited to the blockades 
ef France, or ports of France, of a date 
prior to the Berlin Decree, and the ac- 
knowledgment of the British Govern- 
ment of the existence of such blockades, 
particularly that of May, 1806, with a 
failure to revoke it, or even to admit the 
constructive extinguishment of it, held in 
vour letter to the Marquis Wellesley, give 
to the subject a new aspect and a decided 
character.—As the British Government 
bad constantly alledged that the Berlin 
Decree was the original aggression on our 
neutral commerce; that her Orders in 
Council were but a retaliation on that 
Decree, and had, moreover, on that ground 
asserted an obligation on the United 
States to take effectual measures against 
the Decree, as a preliminary to the repeal 
of the Orders, nothing could be more rea- 
sonable than to expect, that the condi- 
tion, in the shape last presented, would be 
readily accepted. The President is there- 
fore equally disappointed and dissatisfied 
at the abortiveness of your correspondence 
with Lord Wellesley, in this important 
subject. THe entirely approves the deter- 
mination you took to resume it with a view 
to the special and immediate obligation 
lying on the British Government to cancel 
the illegal blockades; and you are in- 
structed, in case the answer to your letter 
of the 30th of April should not be satis- 


factory, to represent to the British Go- 


vernment, ih terms temperate but explicit, 
that the United States consider themselves 
authorised by sirict and unquestionable 
right, as well as supported by the princi- 
ples heretofore applied by Great Britain 
to the case, in claiming and expecting a 
revocation of the illegal blockades of 
France, of a date prior to that of the Ber- 
lin Decree, as preparatory to a further de- 
mand of the revocation of that Decree.— 
It ought not to be presumed that the Bri- 
tish Government in reply to such a repre- 
sentation, will contend that a blockade, 
like that of May, 1806, from the Elbe to 
Brest, a coast of not less than’ 100 miles, 
proclaimed four years since, without hav- 
ing been at any ume attempted to be duly 
executed b application of a naval 


force, is a blockade conformable to the | 


law of nations, and consistent with the 
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neutral rights. Such a pretext is com. | 
pletely barred, not only by the unanimoy | 
authorities both of writers and treaties oy 
this point, not excepting even British trea. 
ties; but by the rule of blockade comm. 
nicated by that Government to this, iy 
the year 109, in which it is laid down 
that orders have been given not to cop. 
sider any blockade of those islands (Mar. 
tinique and Guadaloupe) as,existing, unless | 
in respect to particular ports which may | 
be actually invested ; and then not to 
capture any vessels bound to such port, 
unless they shall have previously been 
warned not to enter them, and that they 
(the Lords of the Admiralty) had als 
sent the necessary directions on the sub. 
ject to the Judges of the Vice-Admiralty 
Courts in the West Indies and America— 
In this communication it is expressly stated 
that the rule to the British courts of 
cruizers was furnished in consequence oi 
the representations made by the Govern- 
ment of the United States against block- 
ades, not unlike that now in question, and 
with the expression of redressing the 
grievance complained of. Nor ought it 
to be presumed that the British Govern- 
ment will formally resort to the plea that 
her naval force, although unapplied, is 
adequate to the enforcement of the block- 
ade of May, 1806, and that this forms a 
legal distinction between that and the 
Berlin Decree of November following. 
Were it admitted that an adequate force 
existed, and was applicable to such a pur 
pose, the absurdity of confounding the 
power to do a thing, with the actually 
doing of it, speaks for itself. In the pre- 
sent case, the absurdity is peculiarly 
striking—a port blockaded by sea, with 
out a ship near it, being a contradiction 
in terms, as well as a perversion of law 
and of common sense.—From the language 
of Lord Wellesley’s two letters, it is pos- 
sible he may endeavour to evade the mea- 
sure required, by subtle comments on the 
posture given to the blockade of May, 
1806, by the succeeding orders of 1807. 
But even here he is met by the case of 
blockade of Copenhagen and other ports of 
Zealand in the year 1808—at a time when 
these with all Danish ports were embraced 
by these orders of 1807—a proof that, 
however the orders and blockades may be 
regarded as in some respects the same, 
they are regarded in others as having 4 
distinct operation, and may consequently 
co-exist, without being absolutely merged 
in, or superseded, the one by the other.— 
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Mthe difficulties which the British Go- 
iment must feel in finding a gloss for 

extravagant principles of her paper 

kades, it may perhaps wish to infer 
lacquiescence on the part of this Go- 
inment, from the silence under which 
iy have, in some instances passed. 
puld a disposition’'to draw such an in- 
lence shew itself you will be able to 
et it by an appeal, not only to success- 
-remonstrance in the letter to Mr. 


brnton above cited, but to the answer | 
| have in the answers that may be given to 


gen to Mr. Merry, of June, , of the 
fification of a blockade in the year 
)6, as a precise and authentic record of 
light in which such blockades and the 
ification of them were viewed by the 
hited States; copies of the answer have 
en heretofore forwarded, and another is 
low inclosed, as an additional precaution 


ny @inst miscarriage,—Whatever may be 
= c e 
b 


Mie answer to the representation and re- 
Guisition which you are instructed to make, 
ju will transmit it without delay to this 
epartment. Should it be ofa satisfactory 
iture you will hasten to forward it also 
he diplomatic functionary of the United 

tes at Paris, who will be instructed to 

ke a proper use of it for obtaining a re- 
al of the French Decree of Berlin, and 

® proceed, currently with you, in bring- 
ing about successive removals by the two 
Governments of their predatory Edicts.— 
L avail myself of this occasion to state to 
ou, that it is deemed of great importance 
that our Ministers of Foreign Courts, and 
Pespecially at Paris and London, should be 
Kept, the one by the other, informed of the 
fate of our affairs at each. R. Smita, 


al Armstrong to the Duke of Cadore.— 
Paris, Sept. 7, 1810. 


| Sir—Your Excellency will not think me 

portunate if I should employ the last 
foments of my stay in Paris, in seeking 
m expiicit declaration of the following 
bints :—Ist. Has the decree of his Ma- 
sty, of the 23d March last, enjoining 

s of reprisal against the commerce of 
he United States, on account of their late 
w of Non-Intercourse, been recalled ?— 
d. What will: be the operation (on the 
essels of the United States) of his Majes- 
y’s decrees of July last, forbidding the 
eparture of neutral ships from the ports 
f France, unless provided with Imperial 
cences? Are ship licences merely sub- 
tutes for clearances ; or do they pre- 

‘ibe regulations to be observed by the 








holders of them without the jurisdiction of 
the United States? Do they confine the 
permitted intercourse to two ports only of 
the ‘United States; and do they enjoin 
that all the shipments be made on French 
account exclusively ?—lIs it his Majesty’s 
will that the se’ ves made in the ports of 
Spain and other places on the principle of 
reprisal, shall become a subject of present 
or future negociation between the two Go- 
vernments ?—I need not suggest to your 
Excellency the intereat both Governments 


these questions, and how nearly connected 
they are with the good understanding 
which ought to subsist between them.— 
After the great step lately taken by his 
Majesty towards an accommodation of 
differences, are we not at liberty to sup- 
pose that any new consideration will arise 
which shall either retard or prevent the 
adoption of measures necessary to a full 
restoration of the commercial intercourse 
and friendly relations of the two powers ? 
—I cannot omit expressing on this occa- 
sion, the sense I shall carry with me of the 
many obligations I am personally under 
to your Excellency, and of the very high 
consideration with which I have the ho- 
nour to be, your most obedient and hum- 
ble servant,— JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


The Duke of Cadore to General Armstrong. 
: Paris, Sept. 12, 1810, 


Sir—TI have received your letter of the 
7th of September, that which I wrote to 
you the same day, answered the first ques- 
tions you put to me.—I will add to what I 
had the honour to write to you, that the 
Decree of the 23d of March 1810, which 
ordered reprisals in consequence of the 
Act of Congress of the Ist of March, 1809, 
was repealed as soon as we were informed 
of the repeal of the Act of Non-intercourse, 
passed against France.—On your second 
question, I hasten to declare to you, that 
American vessels loaded with merchan- 
dize, the growth of the American Pro- 
vinces, will be received without difficulty 
in the ports of France, provided they have 
not suffered their flag to lose its national 
character, by submitting to the Acts of 
the British Council. They may in like 
manner, depart from the ports of France. 
—The Emperor has given licences to 
American’ vessels. It is the only flag 
which has obtained them. In this his 
Majesty has intended to give a proof of 
the respect he loves to shew the Ameri- 
cans. Jf he is somewhat dissatisfied [peu 
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satisfait] that they have not as yet been 
able to succeed in causing their flag to be 
respected, at least, he sees with pleasure 
that they are far from acknowledging the 
tyrannical principles of English Legisla- 
tion.—The American vessels which may 
be loaded on account of Frenchmen or on 
account of Americans, will be admitted 
into the ports of France.—As to the mer- 
chandize confiscated, it having been con- 
fiscated as a measure of reprisal, the prin- 
ciples of reprisal must be the law in that 
aflair.—l have the honour to renew to you, 
Sir, the assurances of my high considera- 
tion. —Cuampacny, Duc de Cadore. 


From Mr. Smith to Mr. Pinkney. Depart- 
ment of State, Oct. 19th, 1810. 


Sir; Your dispatch of the 24th of Au- 
gust, enclosing a newspaper statement of 
a letter from the duke of Cadore to gen. 
Armstrong, notifying a revocation of the 
Berlin and Milan Decrees, has been re- 
ceived. It ought not to be doubted that 
this step of the French Government will be 
followed by a repeal on the part of the 
British Government of its Orders in Coun- 
cil. And ifa termination of the crisis be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States 
be really intended, the repeal ought to 
include the system of paper blockades, 
which differ in the name only from the 
retaliatory system comprised in the Orders 
in Council. From the complexion of the 
British prints, not to mention other con- 
siderations, the paper blockades may, 
however, not be abandoned. There js 
hence a prospect that the United States 
may be brought to issue with Great Bri- 
tain, on the legality of such blockades. In 
such case, as it cannot be expected that 
the United States, founded as they are, in 
law and right, can acquiesce in the vali- 
dity of the British practice, it lies with 
the British Government to remove the dif- 
ficulty. In addition to the considerations 
heretofore stated to you in former letters, 
you may bring to the view of the British 
Government the retrospective operations 
of those diplomatic notifications of block- 


ades, which consider a notice to the minis-- 


ter as a notice to his Government and to 
the merchants who are at the distance of 
3,000 miles. “It will recur to your recol- 
lection, that the present ministry, in the 
debates of parliament, in opposition to 
the authors of the Orders of January, 
1807, denied that they were warranted 
“by the laws of nations. The analogy be- 
tween these Orders and the blockade of May 












































1806, in so far as both relate to a trade by. 
tween enemy’s ports, furnishes an appey| 
to the consistency of those now in office, B 
and an answer to attempts by them to yip. 
dicate the legality of that blockade. |; j, 
remarkable, also, that this blockade j; 
fuunded on the new and extraordinary 
means resorted to by the enemy, for the 
purpose of distressing the commerce of Bi. 
tish subjects. What are those means? |, J 
what respect do they violate our neutral 

rights? Are they still in operation? {| j; 
believed that true answers to these que. 
tions will enforce the obligation of yield. 
ing to our demands on this subject. Yo 
may also refer the British Government t 
the characteristic definition of a blockaded 
port, as set forth in their Treaty with Rus. 
sia, June, 1801, the preamble of which 
declares, that one of its objects was to set- 
tle an invariavle determination of thei 
principles upon the rights of neutrality, 
—Should the British Government unex- 
pectedly resort to the pretext of an acqui- 
escence on the part of the United States, 
in their practice, it may be remarked, tha! 
prior to as well as during the present aé- 
ministration, this Government has invari 
bly protested against such pretensions; 
and, in addition to other instances hereto | 
fore communicated to you, I herewith 
transmit to you an extract of a letter to 
the department of State, of July 15, 179°, 
from Mr. King, our Minister in London, 
and also such part of Mr. Marshall’s letter 
to him of the 20th September, 1800, as re 
lates to the subject of blockades, And 
may, moreover, be urge, that the princ- 
ple now contended for by the United 
States, was maintained against others, # 
well as Great Britain, as appears from the 
accompanying copy of a letter to out Mi- 
nister at Madrid, in the year 1390!. To 
this principle the United States also at: 
hered, when a belligerent, as in the cas? 
of the blockade of Tripoli, as will be see" 
by the annexed letter from the navy ‘e 
a You will press ony the justice 
riendship, and policy of Great Britai, 
such a course of proceeding as will obvia!¢ 
the dilemma resulting to the United States, 
from a refusal to put an end to the pape! 
blockades as well as the Orders in Cou 
cil.—The necessity of revoking the blocs 
ade of Copenhagen, as notified: to yo! 
mn May 1808, will not escape your ale 
tention. Its continuance may embarre 
us with Denmark if not with France.— 
Your answer to the Corfu blockades ' 
approved; and should the answer to " 
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de be. nder a reply necessary, the President 
BP peal scts you to remonstrate against such a 
office, F ockade ; availing yourself as far as they 


0 Vin. 
It is 






jay be applicable, of the ideas in the 
ter to Mr. Charles Pinkney, of October 


















ade js 301, and particularly of the proof it 
linary fords of our early remonstrance against 
or the be principle of such blockades.—No 
of Bri. ommunication having yet been made by 
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sen. Armstrong, of a letter to him from 
he Duke of Cadore, declaring that the 
erlin and Milan Decrees will cease to 
be in force from the Ist of Nov. next, 
-can at this time only inform you, that if 
he proceedings of the French Govern- 
ent, when officially received, should 
orrespond with the printed letter of the 
Duke of Cadore, enclosed in your dis- 
atch, you will let the British Govern- 















"November, the President will issue his 
"Proclamation conformable to the Act of 
Mongress, and that the’ Non-intercourse 
aw will consequently be revived against 
Great Britain. And if the British Go- 
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consider yourself hereby authorised to 
discuss and adjust the same separately, 
conformably to the instructions in my 
letter to you of the 20th of January last, 
on the condition, however, contained in 
that letter, namely, that the requisite 
atonement shall have been previously 
made, in the case of the outrages on the 
Chesapeake. But as in this case every 
admissible advance has been exhausted 
on the pert of the United States, it will 
be improper to renew the subject to the 
British Government, with which it must 
lie, to come forward with the requisite 
satisfaction to the United States, You 
will, therefore, merely evince a disposi- 
tion to meet in a conciliatory form, any 
overtures that may be made on the part 
of the British Government.—The British 


Ment understand that on the Ist day of ! Government, having so long omitted to 


fulfil the just expectations of the Unjted 
States, in relation to a successor to Mr, 
Jackson, notwithstanding the reiterated 
assurances to you of such an intention, 
has no claims to further indulgence. On 
the receipt of this letter, therefore, should 
the appointment of a Plenipotentiary suc- 
cessor not have been made and communi- 
cated to you, you will let your purpose be 
known of returning to the Umted States, 
unless, indeed, the British Government 
should have unequivocally manifested a 
disposition to revoke their Orders in 
council, conformably to the Act of Con- 
gress of May last, and our affairs with 
them should have accordingly taken so 
favourable a turn as to justify, in your 
judgment, a farther suspension of it. J 
have the honour to be, &c. R. Smrra. 





Spain.—— Statue to George [1 ].—-——Sitting 
of the Cortes, Nov. 19, 1810, 


Senor Perez de Castro, addressing the 
Cortes, spoke in substance as follows :— 
-“ Thave long felt a desire to propose to 
the Cortes a resolution, the adoption of 
which appears to me very proper, be- 
cause it is very just; but the important 
affairs which have occupied your Majesty 
since your mstallation, and the multitude 
of occurrences, if not so important in 
themselves, yet at least all springing from 
the wish to advance in the grand career 
of the salvation of the country, have hi- 
therto prevented me in spite of myself. 
In the mean time, I have been able to 
observe, with much satisfaction, om re- 
tee occasions, that the opinion of many 

puties of the Cortes, as appeared from 





|, that ernment should not, with the early notice 
rt ad: eceived of the repeal of the French 
varia: Decrees, have revoked all its Orders which 
1018 ; iolate our neutral rights, it should not be 
ereto- overlooked, that Congress, at their ap- 
ewith proaching session, may be induced not to 
er to wait for the expiration of the three months 
1799, which were allowed, on the supposition 
ndon, that the first notice might pass through 
letter ‘the United States) before they give effect 
as ree ‘to the renewal of the Non-Intercourse. 
nd it This consideration ought to have its 
rincls »weight in dissuading the British Govern- 
nited ment from the policy, in every respect 
rs, a8 misjudged, of procrastinating the repeal 
n the of its illegal edicts.—If the British Go- 
» Mi- vernment be sincerely disposed to come 

To to a good understanding, and to cultivate 
) ade a friendly intercourse with the United 
cae States, it cannot but be sensible of the 
seen necessity, in addition to a compliance 
y dee with the Act of Congress, of including, 
stice, at this time a general arrangement of the 
itain, topics between the two countries; and, 
vyiate above all, such a one, as will, upon equit- 
tates, table terms effectually put a stop. to the 
yapet insufferable vexations to which our seamen 
out have been and yet are exposed from the 
Lock: British practice of impressment, which 
“you has so strong a bearing on our neutrality, 
as of and to which no nation can submit con- 
ress sistently with its independency. To this 
Ss Very interesting subject you will, there- 
ie fore, recal the attention of the British 
to i Government, and you will accordingly 









| 








ee ee 








. . ee ‘ 
seein ete etic — Sh at ih AT AE 


“~~ Jin, ita Calpine. 2 ng 
ey ~ ae eg #8 .* 


Pn a 
Sor 


191} POLITICAL REGISTER.— Official Papers. (log 


their speeches, was in accordance with 
my own ideas; therefore, I submit them 
to your Majesty, in the well-founded con- 
fidence that they will merit your high ap- 
probation. I mean to speak of the pro- 
found gratitude which the Spanish nation 
feels for England, its generous ally. The 
whole world knows how much we are 
indebted to her illustrious Sovereign, as 
great in his sentiments towards the Spa- 
niards, as determined in his purpose to 
protect their sacred cause. There is not 
a patriot, who, so to speak, does not feel 
his sensibility excited when contemplat- 
ing the abundant supplies of troops, arms, 
ships, and monzy which the generous Bri- 
tish nation has freely bestowed on Spain 
from the moment at which it behela our 
heroic resolution. _ Donations, praises, 
enthusiasm, all have been lavished by the 
Englisti people on their ally; and pos- 
terity, painting in majestic colours the 
heroism, the constancy, and fidelity of 
Spain, will place in the same picture the 
unbounded generosity and truly inimit- 
able exertions of Great Britain in our be- 
half. England knows our gratitude, the 
whole world knows it; itis engraven on our 
hearts; our past governments have repeat- 
ed it onevery occasion that offered; butitis 


just, it is necessary, that the whole nation, 


that is, the Cortes, who represent it, in the 
fullest manner should solemnly manifest 
it, by voting an eternal monument of na- 
tional gratitude to the worthy head of 
their great nation. Thus shall we perform 
asacred duty; thus we shall give a public 
proof of one of those virtues, which greatly 
characterise the noble nation whom we 
represent, I mean gratitude. Let us de- 
clare at the same time, that we will never 
lay down our arms till we have seen se- 
cured our independence, the integrity of 
our territory in both hemispheres without 
dismemberment, and our lawful King free. 
Let us run the painful but heroic and glo- 
rious course of our holy war, always in 
good understanding with, always united to 
the great nation which aids us so gene- 
rously ; and may that union be as eternal, 
as the ties are sacred and sincere which 
bind us to our ally, by the last treaty of 
the 14th January, 1809. My wish is, that 
since such are the vows of the whole na- 
tion, its representatives also may sanction 
them. Ii the Cortes think fit to adopt my 
ideas, I beg permission to read the heads 


a decree, conformable to what I have 
—— 








suggested.—The motion was approved: o/ 
by acclamation. The decree was they 
read, which was also carried by acclama. 
tion, without the alteration of @ single 
word. Joy was depicied in the counte. 
nance of all the spectators, and the grati. 
tude which filled their bosoms was dis. 
played by the most affecting demonstra. 
tions of applause. 
DECREE. 

The Cortes General and Extraordinary, 
actuated by the most lively and sincere 
gratitude towards his Most Sacred Majesty 
George the Third, King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for 
the most generous interest he has dispiay- 
ed, and for the important assistance hie has 
afiorded the Spanish nation, in liberally 
supplying her with arms, money, troops, 
ships, and stores, from the first moment in 
which the provinces raised the loud ac- 
claim of independence and fidelity to 
their legitimate Sovereign King Ferdinand 
VIiIth, insidiously ensnared, captured, aud 
insulted by the unprincipled Usurper of 
the Throne of France, Napoleon Buona- 
parté :—hereby decree, that a public Mo- 
nument shall be erected to his Majesty 
George the Third, in testimony of the na- 
tional gratitude of Spain, not only to an 
august, generous Sovereign, but to the un- 
conquerable English Nation, for the ar- 
dour and patriotism which she has evinced 
in the glorious cause of Spain. ‘The Cortes 
at the same time declare, that the Spanish 
Nation will not lay down her arms until 
she has secured her independence, the ab- 
solute integrity of the Spanish Monarciy 
in both worlds, and recovered it for her 
lawful Sovereign, Ferdinand VII. acting 
always .with the concurrence, and in the 
most perfect harmony, with the King ol 
Great Britain, in pursuance of the strict 
amity, and the perfect and indissoluble 
alliance, solemnly stipulated in the treaty 
of the 14th of January, 1809. The Coun- 
cil of Regency will take care to make 
known to his Majesty, respecting the most 
solemn and appropriate manner in which 
the same can be executed, and will also 
submit to the Cortes the plan which it 
thinks will be the best for carrying sach 
national intention into efiect. The Council 
conceives it proper, in the first instance, 
with a view to the attainment. of the de- 
sired object, that this Decree shall be 
printed, and publicly circulated,—Lv1s 
Der Monre, President.—Manuat Luxan. 
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